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New Life for a New Year

Romans 6:4 says that “just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, we too may live a new life.”

When thinking about “New Years”, we often
gear up our minds for all the things that we will
be adding to, or adjusting in our lives as the
clock strikes twelve. We are a people who like
to make “resolutions”, desiring change and
hoping for something new. We promise
ourselves, and others, all kinds of things as the
New Year emerges. We want a better life than
we had the year before. We have plans to get
fit, stay focused, manage debt, and forsake
various vices and bad habits. The list grows
every year, and according to some experts, our
resolution to honour these “new life”
commitments lasts not much longer than our
Christmas decorations.

So, how about a different focus this year?
How about considering the directions of Christ
as opposed to the directives of man?
Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work at it
with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not
for men.” We don’t need a list or a memo to
live out our calling as “new creations” in Christ.
As thoughts of a new resolve enter our minds
this January, direction and guidance is found in
God’s Word: Life changing thoughts and ideas,
requests and exhortations.

The Apostle Paul gives us some fantastic
goals in Colossians 3 to start this New Year off
right; life habits that will bring blessing and
reward in this life and the next. “Set your
hearts and minds on things above, not on
earthly things. Put to death whatever
belongs to your earthly nature. ... Do not lie to
each other. Rid yourselves of anger, malice,
slander, filthy language ... since we have put on
the new self. Clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with each other and forgive.”
(verses 1,2,5,8,9,10,12,13)

What a joy it will be to see the evidence of
our “new life” and the peace of Christ ruling in
our hearts this New Year. No unkept promises,
just continuous prayer for the words of Christ to
dwell in us richly. “And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”

Ephesians 4:23-24 “to be made new in the
attitude of your minds, and to put on the new
self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.”

Lianne Jongkind

Women of Faith

Women of great faith dot the pages of scripture. From Esther to Ruth, from Mary to Lydia and
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many more, God has and is using women to build His kingdom. As the pastor here at Harvest
Bible Chapel | am so thrilled at what God is doing in our church. One key ministry area that has
been established and is growing rapidly is our Women’s ministry. Jeannette is giving great
leadership, and she is supported by an excellent team. The small group ministry is fostering
growth in the Word along with incredible fellowship and accountability. It is also fostering
friendships that will sharpen one another and will last for eternity. | want you to know that the
Elders are praying for you and that we are looking forward with great expectation as to what God
will do in your lives in the days ahead.

God placed Esther in a key position so that a nation could be protected and eventually restored.
In Esther 4:13 is says “for such a time as this”. Strategically placed women are serving in our
church “for such a time as this”. May God bless you as you serve Him.

You are loved
Pastor Paul
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Volunteers Needed:
* Administrator
* Babysitting — Monday nights and/or Wednesday morning
* Prayer Coordinator & Prayer Team Members
* Event Planner
Please email Jeannette women@harvestyorkregion.ca



